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WHO AM I?WHO AM I?

From June 3-9 I will be participating in 
Aids Lifecycle for the second time. The or-
ganisation has asked 4 of  the 2.500 partici-
pants to keep a weblog during this cycling 
event. I will be one of  them. Funny detail. 
I got a scoop because this is the first time 
the webteam approached a foreigner who 
actually lives in a foreign country. 
With my Poldermodel/Calvinistic view on 
life I will cover a typically American event, 
both through writing and mp3. I am totally 
excited that I can take you by the hand this 
year and let you share in the atmosphere of  
Aids Lifecycle. So visit the website, enjoy, 
and most of  all: do send me comments!
e x p e r i e n c e . a i d s l i f e c y c l e . o r g

In a week I will have begun Aids Lifecycle, a 
sponsorride from San Francisco to Los An-
geles. I’ve given my bike a week of  rest. Ac-
cording to the organisation I myself  have 
to relax a week before doing those lactid 
acid devouring 565 miles. So why would I 
demand extensive exercise from my bike?
This is my last ALC Chronicle before I go 
to the USA. First of  all I want to thank you 
for your generous donations! You have de-
posited an astonishing amount of  $3.375. 
An outright smasher! Some donations came 
from outside Holland. You can read about 
my Scottish sponsors on page 2. And don’t 
forget page 3. There you’ll find out how I 
will make my fellow riders reshape the tra-
ditional image of  my lovely flat country.  
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I AM OTTOI AM OTTO

Let me introduce you to my brother Otto. After 
having lived in Arnhem for a long time, he moved 
to Scotland last year to start working there. Since 
my brother has an eye for the special details in 
life, he chose a unique location: the island of Ker-
rera [www.kerrerabunkhouse.co.uk] .  I t ’s located 
just a few miles off the Scottish coast and counts 
only 35 inhabitants. You can reach Kerrera only by 
ferry. Furthermore the island hosts a Teagarden. 
And that ’s where Otto works. He is the gardener 
and the cook - almost sounds like the title of a 
film, doesn’t it?

Two weeks ago Otto called when I was at the office. 
Since it was rather tumultuous - nothing excep-
tional by the way - I  understood only half of what 
he was telling me. And it turned out I  hadn’t even 
understood that particular half.  After 5 minutes it 
became clear to me he had launched a fundraiser 
especially for me. In the Kerrera Teagarden and 
near the ferry he placed a blackboard (picture on 
the left)  accompanied by a handmade money-box. 
The visitors and people of Kerrera have donated  
more than $300 to the SF Aids Foundation 
Boy, do I have a sweet brother! 



Dutch Treat 
Many a foreigner thinks of  the Dutch 

as a stingy people. We’re considered to 

be the Scrooge-nation of  this world. 
Think twice! As I mentioned earlier 

on, you have donated a huge amount 

of  money. Neither have I noticed any 

form of  creatieve stinginess. 
Two weeks ago I was plagued by men-
tal convulsions. I seriously thought I 

wouldn’t be able to raise $2.500 be-
fore June 1st. To nip my panic in the 

bud I spent an evening in the pub with 

two good friends, Chris and Severine. 

Within just one hour the Beautifully 
variegated Aids Lifecycle fundraising 
evening was invented ... and life was  

good. 
On your left you see the staggering 

result of  the finest idea that came to 

being that evening in the pub. Last 

week Chris and Severine stayed up 

late (01:30 AM) while dipping there 

brushes into many a paint-pot. What 

started as an idea turned into a re-
freshing twist of  the still traditional 

image of  Holland. You see what I 

mean?
This photo is part of  a series, each 

time with different models. The com-
plete series will displayed next week 

on an exclusive cycle jersey which I 

will wear at the start and the finish 

of  Aids Lifecycle (keep track of  my 

weblog next week). In short, talking 

about stinginess ... how’s this for a 

Dutch treat?!
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in holland stands a house
created by: severine amsing & christien de kruif


